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From tha Charleston Tourier, 5th inst.
CORRESPONDENCE
SETWEEN THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITFL STATES AND THE
COMMISSIONERS OF SOUTH CABOLINA,

The following correspondunce was read insecret session,
and from which the injoncticn of secrecy was removed.

We are indebted to the courtesy of Gen. P. Quattlebanm l
for facilities in precuring, at a,late hour last night, copies |
for publication in this morning’s Courier :

WasnineToN, December 28, 1860.

Siri—Wao have the honor to transmit to you a copy of the |
full powers from the Convention of the people of South
Carolins, under which we are ** authorized and empowered

|

to treat with the Government of the United States for the  derson before his removal to Fort Sumter, with a single ex- |

attack on, or attempt to take possession of either of them,
will be regarded as sa act of hostiiity, and
put your command into either of them which you may deem
| most proper. to increase its power of resistance.

you may thenl

Y ou are

also autho.ized to take similar steps whenever you have

tapgible evidence of & design to proceed to a hostile act.
“D. P. BUTLER,
4 Assistant Adjutant General.”
* Forr Mouvrtrig. 8. C., December 11, 1860."
This is in contormty to my instructions to Major Buell.
- **JOHN B. FLOYD,
** Rerretary «f War,”” ]
These were the last instructions transmitted io Major An-

delivery of the forts, magazines, light-houses, and other | ception, in regard to a particular which does not in any de-
real estate, with their appurtenances, within the limits of | gree affect the present question. Under these circumstan-
SBouth Carolina, and also for an apportionment of the public | ces, itis clear that Major Andersou acted upon his own re- |

debt and for a division of all the property held by the Gov-
ernment of the United States, as agent of the Confederated
Btafes. of which South Carolina was recently 8 member,
and generally to negotiate as to all other measures and ar-

relation of the partieg, and for the continuance of peace and
amity between this Commonwealth and the Government at

Washington.” :

In the execntion of this trust, it is our duty to furnish |
you, as we now do, with an official y of the Ordinance
of Secession, by whick the State of Bouth Carolina has re-
sumed the powers she delegated to the Government of the
United States, and has declared her perfect sovereignty and
independence.

It would also have been our duty to have informed you
that we were ready to negotiate with yon opon sll suoch
questions ag are nucessarily raised by the adoption of this

Ordinance, and that we were prepared to enter upon this |

negotiation with the earnest desire to avoid all unnecessary
and hostile collision, and so to inaugurate our new relati »ns
as to secure mutual respect, general advantage, and a ru-
ture of good will and harmony, beneficial to all the parties
concerned.

But the events of the last twenty-four hounrs render such
an assurance impossible. We came here the representa-
tivea of an autherity, which could at apny time within the
past sixty days have taken posseseion of the forts in
Charleston harbor, but upon pledges given in & manner that
we cannot doubt, determined to trast to your honor rather
than fo its own power.
United Stotes acting, as we are assured, pot oply without,
but against your orders, has dismantled one fort and occu-
pied anotaer, thus altering to 8 most important extent the
condition of affairs under which we came.

Until these circumstances are explained in a manner
which relieves us of all doubt as to the spirit in which these
negotiations shall be conducted, we are forced to suspend
all discussion as to any arrangements by which our mutual
interests might be amicably adjusted.

And, in conclusion, we would urge upon you the immedi-
ate withdrawal of the troops from the harbor of Charleston.
Under present circumsiances, they are a standing menace
which renders negotiation impossible, and, as our recent
experience shows, threatens speedily to bring to a bloody
issue questions which ought to be settled with temperance
and judgment.

We have the honor to be,

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servants,
R. W. BARNWELL
J. H. ADAMS,
JAMES L. ORR,
To the President of the United States.

£ ]
'— Commissioners.

Wasmingron Ciry, Dec. 30, 1860.
entlemen :—1 have had the honor to receive your com-
muuication of 25th inst., together with a copy of ** your full
powers of the Convention of the people of Bouth Carolina,”

authorizing you to treat with the Government of the United |

States on varions important subjects therein mentioned,
and alac a copy of the Ordinance, bearing date on the 20th
inst., declaring that ** the Union now subsisting between
Sonth Carolina and other Btates, under the name of the
! United States of America,’ is hereby dissolved.”

In answer to this communication, I have to say, that my
position, as President of the United States, was clearly de-
fined in the Message to Congress on the 3d inst. In that |
stated that, ** apart from the execution of the laws, 8o far
as this may be practicable, the Executive has no authority
to decide what shall be the relations between the Federal
Government and South Carolina. He has been invested
with no such discretion. He possesses no power to change
the relations heretofore existing between tlhem, much less

to acknowledge the independence of that State, This would |

Le to invest a mere Executive officer with the power of re-
cognizing the dissolution of the Confederacy among our
thirty-three Sovereign States. It bears no resemblance to
the recognition of a fereign de facto Government involving
no such responsibility. Any attempt to do this would, on
his part, be a naked act of usurpation. It is, therefore, my

| not been alleged. Still he is a brave and honorable officer,
rangements proper to be made and adopted in the existing | and justice requires that he should not be condemued with

Since our arrival an officer of the |

sponsibility and without suthority, unless, indeed, he bhad
‘* tangible evidence of a design to proceed to a hostile act”
on the part of the authorities of South Caroling, which has

out a fair hearing. ]

Be this as it may, when | learned that Major Anderson had |
left Fort Moultrie and proceeded to Fort Sumter, my first |
promptings were to command him to return to his former |
position, and there to await the centingencics presented in
his instructions. This would only have been done, with any
degree of sa‘ety to the eommand. by the concurrence of the
South Carolina authorities. But etore any steps could pos- |
sibly have been taken in this direction, we received informa-
tion that the ** Palmetto flag fioated out to the breeze at
Castle Pinckney, and a large military force went over last
night (the 27th) to Fort Monltrie.” _ ) o

Thus, the authorities of South Carolina, without waiting |
or asking for any explanations, and. doubtless, believing as |
you have expreased it, that the officer had acted not only |
without, but against my orders, on the very next day after |
the night when the removal was ma‘e, seized by a military
force, two of the tbree federal forts in the Larbor of « harles-
ton, and bave covered them under their own flag, instead
ofthat of the United States. At this gleomy period of our
Listory, startling events succeed each other ravidly.

On the very day, the 27th instant, that possession of these
two forts was taken, the Palmetto flaig was raised over the
Federal Castom House and Postoflice in Charleston, and on
the same day every officer of the Customs—Collector. Naval

my Massage, that, as an Executive officer, I felt myself
bound to collect the revenue at the port of Chirleston under
the existing laws. lu the harbor of Charleston we now find
three forts confronting each other, over all of which the
Federal flag floated only four days ago : but now, over two
of them this flag has hieen supplanted, aud the Palmetto flag
has been substituted in its stead. )

It is under all these circumstances that [ am urged imme-
diately 1o withdraw the troops from the harbor of Charles-
ton, and am informed that without this, negrtiation 18 1m-
possible. This I caunot do; thisJ will not do. Such an
idea was never thought ¢f by me in any possible contingen-
lecy. Noallusion had been made in any communication be
tween myself and sny human b ing. Bat the inference is,
that I am bound to withdraw the troops from the only fort
remaining in the possession of the United Stutes, in the
harbor of Charleston, because the officer there in command
of all the forts, thonght proper, without instroctions, to
ckange his position from one of them to ¢nother.

At this pcint of writing I have received information by
| te'egraph, from Captain Homphreys, in command of the
Arsenal Fat Charleston, that ** it has to-day (Sunday, the
30:h,) been taken by force of arms.”’ Itis estimated that
the munitions of war belonging to the United States in this
Arsenal are worth half a million of dollars.

Comment is neadies.  Arter this information. I have only
to add, that whilst it is my daty to defend Fort Sumter, as a
‘ yortion of the public property of the United States, against

Lustile attacks from whatever guarter they may come, by
suck meanps as | may possess for this parpose, [ do not per-
| ceive how such a defence cau be coustrued into a meunace
against the city of Charleston. )

With great jersonal regard, I remain yours very respect-
fully, JAMES BUCHANAN.

To Honorable Ropexr W. BArRNwELL, James H. Apaus,

Wasningron, D. C., January 1, 1s61.

Sir :—We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your lettaer of the 30th December, in reply to a note address-
ed by us to you on the 2~th of the same mounth, us Com-
| missioners from South Carolina.
In relerence to the declaration with which your reply
| commences, that your ** position as President of the United
| States was clearly delined in the Message to Congress on
| the 34 instant;' that you possess ** no power to change the
| relations heretofore existing ' between South Carolita and
" the States, ** much less to acknowledge the independence

duty to submit to Congress the whole question in all its |1y as private gentlemen of the highest character, with zn

bearings.”’

Buch is my opinion still. T could therefore meet you only
a8 private gentlemen of tho highest character, and was
entirely willing to communicute to Congress any proposition
you might have to make to that body upon the subject.—
Of this you were well aware. It wasmy earnest desire that
such a disposition might be made of the whole subject by
Congress, who alpne possess the power, as to prevent t
inauguration of a civil war between the parties in regard to
the possession of the Federal forts in the harbor of Charles-

entire willinguess to communicate to Congress auy propo-
| sition we might have to make,” we deem it only necessary
to say that the ~tate of Sonth Carclina having, in the exer-
| cise of that great right of seif-governwment which underlies
| all our politteal orgunizations, declared hersell sovereign
{ and independent, we, as her representatives, feli no sp cial
i solicitude as to the character in which you wight recoguize

he | us,

Satistied that the State had simnly exercised her unqgnes-
tionable right, we were prepared. in order 1o reach sub-

ton; and I therefore deeply regret, that, in your opinion | stantial good, to waive the formal considerations ewhich

ssthe events of the last

im];.-os,-:ii.rlu."

drawal of the troops from the harbor of Charleston,” stating

tweuty-loar hours render this

that ** under present circumstances they are a standing | proposition to Congress, which we might have to make |

menace which renders negotiation impossible, and as our
recent experience show, threatens speedily to bring loa
bloody issue questions which ought to be settled with tem-
perance and judgment.”

your constitutional scruples might have prevented you from
| extending. We came here, therefore, expecting to be re-

n conclusion you urge upon me * the immediate with- | ceived as yon did receive us, and perfectly content with that

entire willingness, of which you assured us, to submit any

upon the subject of the Independence of the State. That
i willingness v as ample recogoition of the vondition of pub-
lic aftairs which rendered our presence uecessary. Jn this
position, however, it is our duty, both to the State which

The reason for this change in your postion is that since | we represert and to ocurselve:, lu correct several important

your arrival in Washington, **an officer of the United States
acting a8 we (you) are assured not only without, but

aegainst your (my) orders, has dismantled one fort aud ce-

| misconceptionsi.of our letier, into which you have fallen.
| _Yousay‘‘it was my earsest desire that such a disposi-
tion should be made of the whole rabject by Copgress, who

cupied another, thus altering to a most important exteut | alone possess the power, to prevent the inauguration of a

the condition of affuirs under which we (yon) came.” You
also allege that yon came here *‘the Representatives of an
authority which could at any time within the past sixty
days, have taken possession of the forts in Charleston har-
bor, but which, upon pledges givenin a8 manner that we
{youn) cannot doubt, determined to trust to your (my) honor
rather than to its power.”

‘I'his brings me to a consideration of the pature of those
alleged pledges, and in what manner they have been
observed. In my Message of the Jd of lecember last, 1
gtated, in regard to the property of the United States in
South Carolina, that it **has been purchased for a fair
equivalent by the consent of the Legislature of the State,
for the erection of forts, 1nagazines, arsenals, &c., and over
these the authority to exercise exclusive legislation, has
been expressly granted by the Coustitution to Congress.—
[t is not believed that any attempt will be made to expel
the United States from this [arupcrly by foree: but if in this
I should prove to be mistaken, the oflicer in command of
the forts has received orders to act strictly on the defensive.
in such a contingency, the responsibility for consequences
would rightfully rest upon the heads of the assallants.”

This being the conditicn of the parties, on Saturday, &th
December, four of the Representatives from South Carolina
called on me, and requested an interview. We had an ear-
nest conversation on the subject of these forts, and the best
means of preventing a collision between the parties, for the
purpose of sparing the eflusion of blood. I suggested, for
prudential reasons that it would be best to put in writing
what they said to me verbally. They did so accordingly,
and on Monday morning, the 10th instant, three of them pre-
sented to me a paper, signed by all the Representatives from
Bouth Carolina with a single exception, of which the follow-
ing is a copy :

‘* To s Excellency James DBuchanan,
*President Uniled Stales :

In complinnce with our statement to yon yesterday, we
now express to yon our strong convictions that neither the
constituted authorities nor any body of the people of the
State of South Carolina, will either attack or maolest the
United States forts in the harbor of Charleston previously
to the action of the Convention, and we hope and believe
not until an ofler has been made through an aceredited re-
presentative to negotiate for an amicable arrangement of
all matters between the State and the Federal Government,
provided that no reinforcements shall be sent into those
forts, and their relative military status shall remain as at
present. JOHN McQUEEN,

M. L. BONHAM,
W. W. BOYCE,
LAURENCE M. KEITT.

Washingion, Sth December, 1860."

And here I must, in justice to myself, remark that, at the
time the paper was presented to me, [ objected to the word
** provided,’’ as it might be construed into an agreement on
my part which I never would make, They said that nothing
was farther from their intention—they did not so understand
it, and I should not so consider it. It is evident they could
enter into no reciprocal agreement with me on the subject.
They did not profess to have anthority to do this, and were
acting in their individual character. I considered it as noth-
ing more in effect than the promise of highly honorabie gen-
tlu'muu to exert their influence for the purpose expressed.

I'lie event has proven that they bave faithfully kept their
promise, although I have never since received a line from
any member of the Convention, on the subject. Itis well
known it was my determination, and this | freely expressed,
0ot to reinforce the forts in the barbor and thus produce a
t‘ulhnmn,_uul:}_they l:;in.i been actoslly attacked, or until I
had cerlain evidence that they were about to be attacked.
I'his paper I received most cordially, and considered it as a
happy omen that peace might still be preserved, and that
time might be thus given for reflection. This is the whole
foundation for the alleged pledge. But 1 icted in the same
mauner £3 1 would have done had I entered into a positive
and formal sgreement with parties capable of contracting
although such an agreement would have been on my pm-"t:
from the nature of my official auties, impossible. The world
knows that 1 have never sent any reinforcements to the
lorts in Charleston harbor, and I f:ave Certainly never au-
Lhorized any change to be made in their relative military
Blatus. Bearing upon this subject, I refer you 1o an order

lAa-.er:d by the Secretary of War, on the 11th inst., to Major
I:Ijls 3;3})511.!;#; :um. brought to my notice until the 21st iust,

Lt Avtuory. o Lnstrictions to Major Anderson

wy b anding Fort Moultrie, South Carclina:

' 1ouare aware of the great anxiety of the Secetary of
War that u collision of the troops with the people oI{hj.s
State shal' be avoided, and of his studied ﬁetermzpnatiou to
pursue a course with reference to the military force and

guard egainst such a colij-

toris in this harbor which shall

gion. He has, therefore, carefolly abstained from iner

- L | A ' I eas-
ing the force at this point, or taking any measures which
state of the public mind,

might, 8dd to the present excited
on the confidence he feels

or which would throw any doubt
tempt by violence fo obtain

Liat Bouil Carolina will not at
possession of the public works or interiere with their occu-

pancy.

** But as the counsel and acts of rash and im ulsive per-
Eons may possibly disappoint these expectat.li,ons :fpthe
Government, he deems it proper that you should be pre-
i'i&“}::la:s wtllth u}strucugns. Lo meet so unhappy s contingency.
in:uuu;.io::&fe ore, directed me verbally to give you such
& * You are_carefully to avoid every act which
lesaly tend to provoke aggression, and for ufntwrgﬂ%:‘;eoc}:
‘f“’l“""' without neccssity, to take up any position which
iwu d be construed into the assumption of a hostile attitude:
i:xl::l {Im;‘are to hold possession of the forts in this hubor:
gl 4 tacked you are to defend yourself to the last ex-

ty.
iness of your force will not permit you,

4 The smal
hapo,_fo OCOUPY morg than ong of the three forts, b

a

per-
Ut an

civil war between the parties in regard to the possession of
the Federa! forts in the harbor of Charleston and I there-
| fure, deeply regret that, in your opinion, * the even's of the
| last twenty-four hours render this impossible.’ We ex-

pressed no ssch opinion, and the language which you quote

as ours is altered in its sense by the emission of a most im-
[ portant part of the sentence. What we did say was : ** But

ihe eveuts of the last twenty-four hours render such an as- |

surauce impossible.'!” Place that ** assurance '’ as contaiu-
ed in oor letter in the sentence, and we are prepared to re-
peat it.

Again, professing to guote or language, you say : **Thus,
the authorities of South Carclina, without wuiting or askine
fur any explanation, and, doubtless believing, as yon have
expressed it, that the ofticer had acted not only without, but
against my orders,”” &¢. We expressed no such opiuion in
reterence to the belief of the people of South Carolina.

The language which you have quoted was applied solely
| and entirely tu cur assurances, ovtained here, and based, as
you well know, upon your own declaration, a declaration
which, at that time, it was impossible for the authorities ol
South Carolina to have known. But, without followise this
letter into all its details, we propose only to meet the chiet
points of the argument.

Some weeks ago, the State of South Carolioa declared her
intention, in the existing condition of public aflairs, to se
cede from the United States. She called a Convention of her
people to put her declaration in force. The Convention met
and passed the Urdinance of Secession. All this you antici-

ated, and your course of sction was thorougly considered.
| In your annnal essage you declared you had no night, and
{ would not attempt, to ceerce a secedi g State, but that you
| were bound by your constitutional oath, and would defend
l the prope ty ot the United States within the borders of

South Carohina, f an attempt was made to take it hy force.
| Seeirg very early thut this question of property was a

it without co:lision. You did not re'nforce the garrison in
the harbor of Charleston. You removed a distinguished
and veteran oflicer {rom the cowmand of Fort Mouitrie be-
cause he attempted o increase his supply of ammaunition.
You refosed to send additional troops to the same gorrison,
when applied for by the cliicer appointed to succeed him.—
You accepted the resignation of the oldest and most emi-
nent member of your Cabinet, rather than allow the garri-
son to be strengthened. Youcompelled an officer stationed
at Fort Sumter to return immediately to the Arsenal forty
muskets, which he had takeu to arm his men. Youexpress-
ed, not to one, butto many of the most distinguished (f
our public characters, whose testimony will be placed upon
the record, whenever itis necessary, your anxiety for a
peaceful terminution of this controversy, and your willing-
ness not to disterb the military status of the forts, if Com-
missioners should be gent to the Government, whose com-
munications you prowised to submit to Congress. You re-
ceived and acted on assurances from the highest official au
thorities of Souih Carolina that no attempt would be maie
to disturb your poss=ssion of the forts and property of the
United States if you would not disturb their existing condi-
tion until the Commissioners had been sent, and the altempt
to negotiate had failed. You tcok from the members of the
House of Representatives a written memorandom that no
such attempt should be made, ** provided that no reinforce-
ments shall be sent into those forts end their relative milita-
ry status shall remain as at present.”” And altho you
attach no force tothe acceptance of such a paper—#houzh
yoa **considered it as nothing more ia effect than the pro-
mise of highly honorable gentlemen,'” as an obligation on
oue side without a corresponding obligation on the other,
it must be remembered (if we are rightly informed) that
you were pledged, if you ever did send reinforcements, to
return it to those from whom you had received it before yon
executed your resolution.

You sent orders to your officerscommanding them, strict-
Iy to follow a line of conduct in conformity with such an
understanding. Besides all this, you had received formal
and official notice from the Governor of South Carolina that
we had been appointed Commissioners, and were on our
waiy to Washington. You knew the imphed conditition un-
der which we came ; our arrival was notified to you, and an
hour ap\),omled for an interview. We arrived in Washing-
ton on Wednesday, at 3 o'clock, and you appointed an in-
terview with us at on the next day. Early on that day
(Thursday) the news was received here of the movement of
Major Anderson. That news was commubicated to you
immediately, and you postponed our meetin
2 o’clock on Friday, in order that you might consult your
Cabinet. On Friday we saw yoa, and we called upor you
then to redeem your pledge. You could not deny it. ?{im
the facus we have stated, and in the face of the crownin
and conclusive fact that your Secretary at War had resigneg
bis seat in the Cabinet, upon the publicly avowed ground that
the action of Major Anderson had violated the pledged faith
of the government, and that unless the pledge was instantly
redeemed he was dishonored, denial was impossible.

You do not deny it now, but you seek to escape from its
obligations on the grounds : 1st, That we terminated all ne-
gotiation by demanding, as a preliminary, the withdrawal of
the United States troops from the harbor of Charleston :
and 24, That the authorities of South Carolina, instead of
3i ing explavation, and giving you the opportunity to vin-

cate yourself, took on of other property of the
United States, We wi ine both.

In the first pla o
- Piace, we deny positively that we have ever,
in any way, made any such demand. Our letter is in your
possession; it will stand by this on record. In it we inform
you of the objects of our missicn. We say that it would

ave been our duty to have assured youm of our resdiness to

commence negotia Wwith the most earnest desire
tle all questions between us llniE:‘blyM to ofr m-::l

vantage, but that events had rendered
possibie, We ftated the events, ang —ot
some satisfac explanation of these ey

we could no:?’mmd, and iaen, baving

circnmsiances ?

- This I will not do.

Officer, Surveyor and Appraiser—resigned their offices.— [
And this, although it was well known from the language of |

of that State,”” and that consequently you ¢iould meet us on- |

difficuit and delicate one, you manifested a desire to settle |

until ha!f-past.

[ for explanation, we added, ** And, in conclasion, we would
urge upon you the immediate withdrawal of ti e troops from
the harbor of ¢ harlestoun. :
they are a standing menace which renders negotiation im-

Under present circumstances,

** Under present circumstances!” What
Why, clearls the occupstion of Fort SBum-
ter and the dismantiing of Fort Moultrie by Major Ander-
gon, in the face of your pledges, and without explanation or
practical disavowal. And there is nothing in the letter
which would or could have prevented you from declining to
withdraw the troo; s and offering the restoration of the
status to which you were pledged, if such had been your de-
sire. It would bave been wiser and better, in our opinion,
to bave withdrawn the troops; and this opinion we urged
upon you, but we demanded nothing but such an explans-
tion of the events of the last twenty-four hours as would re-
store our confidence in the spirit with which the negotia-
tions should be condacted.

1o relation to this withdrawal «f the troops from the bar-
bor, we are compel ed, however, to notice one pass: ge of
your letter. Heferring to it you say, ** This | cannot do.—
Such an idea was never thought of by
me io any pussible contingency. No allusion to it had ever
been made in any communication between myself and any
buman being." ;

In reply to this statement we are compelled to say it, that
your conversation with us left upon our miads the distinct
unpression that yon did seriously coutemplate the with-
drawal ot the troops frow Charleston harbor And in suE-
port of this impressiou we would add, that we have the
positive assuravce of gentlemen of the highest possible
public reputation and ibhe most unsullied integrity— men
whose name and fame, secured by long service aud patriotic
achievement, place their testimony beyond cavil,—that suei.
suggestions had bean made to and urged upoa you vy them,
and bad formed the subject of more than one earnest dis-
cussiot with you. And it was this knowledge that induced
us Lo urge upon you a pulicy wiich had, to recommend it,
its own wisdom and the wesght of such aothority.

As to the secound peint, that the authorities of Bouth Car-
olina, instead of ashing explanations and giviog you the op-
portunity to vindicate yourself, took possession of other
property oi the United States, we would observe, first, that
even if this were so, it dues not avail you for defence, for
tire opportusity was afforded you before these facts occur-
red. We arrived in Washiugton on Wedoesday. The news
| frem Major Auderson reached lere early on Thursday, and
wus imediatery communicsated to you. All that day men
of the bghesf cunsideration—men who had striven success-
| fully to it you to your great office—who had been your

tried and tiue frivnds threugh the troubles of yoar Adiin-
| istration, sought you, and cntreated you to aci, to act at
once.

They told ycu that every hour complicated your position.
They only usked you to give the assurauce that if the facts

| were so—that if the Commander had acted without and
against your orders, aud iu violation of yuvur pledges—that
| you would restore the status you had pledged your honor to
maintain.  You refused to decide. Your Secretary of War
-your immediate and proper adviser in this whole matter
—waited anxivusiy for your decision until be felt that delay
was becomiug dishonor.
| More thas twelve hours passed, and two Cabinet meet-
ings bad adjourned, betore you kuew what the authorities of
south Carolina had dope, asd your prompt decision at aay
woment of tuat time wonld have avoided the subsequent
|cou;plwutiuns. But if you bad known the acts of the an
| therities of South Carclina, should that have prevented your
| keeping your faith? What was the conditios of things 7=
| Fur the last sixty days you have bad in Charleston harbor
| not force enouzh to bold the torts against an eqial enemy.
Two of them weie empt)y ; one of those, 100, the most un-
portant in the harvor. 1t could have been taken any time.

You ouglit ty Know better than any man that 1t would have

been taken but for the eflorts of those who put their trust in
| your hunor.
| Believing that they were threatensd by Fort Sumter es-

pecially, the people were with diiliculty restrained from ee-

curivg, without blood, the possession of this important for
{ tress,  Alter many and relierated assurances giveu on your

behalf, which we cannot believe unauthorized, they deter-
! mived to furbear, and in good iaith cent on their Cominis-
i sioners to negotiate with you. They meant you no harm:
| wished younu ill. They thought of you Kindly ; believed
| you true ; and were willing, as far as was counsistent with
| duty, to spare you unuecessary and hustile collision. bearce-
{ ly had their Comwmissivners left, than Major Anderson waged
1 war. g No other words will describe bis action.

It was not a peaceful ¢hau e trom one fort Lo another ; it
was 4 hostile act in the highest sense, and ouly justiied ia
the presence ol a superior enemy and io immiuent peril.—
{ He abandoned his position, spiked his gnns, bu.ned his gun-
tcarriages, mwade preparations for the destruclion of hus post,

and withdrew uvader cover of the pight to a safer position.
| 1his was war, No man could have beieved (wittoutl your
| assuraunce) that an, ofiicer could have taken such a step,
**not only without orders, bat against orders.’”” What the
Stule did was iu simple self-defeuce ; for this act, with all
| ite attending circumstances, was as much war as firiog a vol-
I y; and, war being thus begun, votil those commencing it
| Xplaiued thelr activn aud disavowed their intention, toere
[+ us no roow tor delay; aud even at this moment, while we
| sre writing, it 1s mrore than probab e, from the tenor of your
[ ifetter, that remlorcements ure hurryiog ioto the couflict, su
| that when the tirst gou shall be tired, there will have been
{on your partoce vountinuovus consistent series ol actliovns
commenciug in a demonstration essentially wartike, support-
ed by regular reiuturcements, and terminating in deteat or
victury. And all this without the sughtest provocation;
for, awong the many things which you have said, there is
oue thing you cannot siay—yoa have waited anxiously for
|ncw.-_: from the seal of war, iu bopes that delay would fur-
| nish Bome excuse for this precipitation.

Bur this ** taugible evience of a design to proceed to a
liostile act on the part uf the authorities of South Carolina,”
which is the oniy jus Scatien of Major Anderton, you ure
| torced 1o admut ** hus pot yof been aileged.”” But you have

decided. You have resowved to hiold by force what you
have obtlained tirouzh our misplaced confidence, and, by
| reiusing to disuvow the activn of Msjor Auderson, have cou-
| verted Lis violadon of oiders iuto o legitimalte act of yuur

Exceu ive authorit)

Be the issue whut it may, of this we are assured, that if
Fort Moulirie has been recorded in history as a memorial
ol Carvhina galanptry, Fort somter will live upon the suc-
ceeding page as an ubperisbable wstimony of Caro iua fairh.

By your course yuu huve probably rendered civil war io-
eviiable. be it so. I you chuose 1o furce this 1ssue upon
us the rtate of =onth Carobiva wili aceept it, and relying

¢ upon Him who is the God of Justice as well as Lhe God of
Hustsy will eddeasor to periort the great duties which lies
before her, hopeiully, bravely and thoroughly.

Qur mis~on veitg one lor negotiation and peace, and your
nute leaving us without hope vt a withdrawal ol the troops
from kFort sumicr. or ot the restoration of the status gnu ex-
Isting &t the unce of our arrival, and intimating, 4s we thisk,
yuur determinstion 1o reinforce te: garrisvn in the harbor
ul Charieston, we respect ully iufurm you that we purpose
returaing to Charlesion to morraw alterpoon.

We bave the bouor tu be, sir, very respectiully, your
| ohedicut servanls,

E. W, BAUNWLLI,
J. H. ADAMS,
JAMES L. OLR.
| To bis Eacellevey, the Presideat of the United States.
Ihe tullowing was the endorsement on the paper :
FxectTive Maxssion, 3 o'clock.

This paper just presented to the Presideut, is of snch a

chaiacier that be declines to receiveit.

possible,” &ec.

» Cummissione:s.

SPEFCII OF K21 W. HALL, Esq.,
OF NEW HANOYER,
Dilicered in the Senate of North Carolina on Wednesday,
December 1940, 1560,

Mr. Hall offired the following resolutions :

Resolved, That North Carelina is devotedly attached to
the Union of the Counstito'ion—the Union of cur fathers,
| end still hopes tha® it may be restored and perpetoated.
Resolved, however, That unless by the 4th of March next.
| the lust ol excluosive Nurthern sectional domination hall be

quieted, and a reaction 'n public sentiment atthe North
upen the rubject of slavery shall have taken place, eventu-
ating ia further, ample and complete guarantees for the pro-
tection of our rights under the Coustitution, in this particu-
lar and all others, it wili be the duty of North Carolinu—ma-
king common caunse with her sister =tates of the South—to
sech her safety out of the Union.

Mr. Hull wen said : Mr. Speaker, Why is it that in
the midst of a period of uvexampled pbysical prosperi-
ty in our country, amid the full development of materi-
al well-being, when our fields are teeming with plenty,
our commerce whitening every sea, the rcfining icfluence
of the arts, and the practical bepefits of science were
being disseminated far and wide, capital secking invest-
ment, and labor meeting its reward, our ﬁag the harbin-
ger of peace and good will to all the nations of the earth
s it floats in every clime, aud our churches vocal with
praises to God for his goodness,—why is it, that as if
by magic, the sccne has shifted, and there is row pre-
sented to our stricken gaze the harrowing picture of
men of different sections of the same country, who
shou!d but reflect upon each other’s countenances the
smiles of fraternel love, now scowhng at each other in
almost deadly bate, commerce prostrated, currency de-
preciated, the arm of industry paralyzed, public confi-
dence gone, individual credit suspeeted, and grim want
and pale terror, .= they stalk side by side amid the ruin
that sarrovuds thom ?

It is, sir, becaunse the slumbering apprehensions of
years have been rudely awoke into certainty, because the
storm, the mutterings of whose thunder we have been
wount te shut our ears to, has burst apon us in its fury
—the drop which was to make our cup overfiow, has
been emptied into it. It is becanse the harrowing con-
viction, so long fought against, has at last fixed itself
upon the Southern mind ; that the slave States of this

pion are to be uenceforth practically excluded from
exercising any controlling influence in the policy of this
Government ; that the waod of power has passed for-
ever into the exclusive grasp of a dominant section,
whose juterests require a system of legislation adverse to
them ; that an irrepressible conflict bas been inaugura-
ted, under Federal auspices, which is to end in the abo-
lition of domestic slavery, an institution which they re-
gard as a” great moral, social and political blessinz —
which is interwoven in the very fibres of Southern so-
ciety and the very vitals of Southern well-being, and
which, when it goes down, if go down it must, will go
down in & sea of blood. Believing thus, the Southern
people have assumed an attitude of resistance to the
Government.” This has impaired faith in its stability,

and hence the dissstrous pictare which I bave fectly en-
Now, sir, I endeavor to show that this appre-
bension in the Southern mind is not merely the false sug-
gestion of one William L. Yancey and his j
bat that it is based upon sober truth and sad reality,
gndtb.atmpoiﬁtu[fact,forNortb-leimtowq
n or submit to the mepacing administration of
Abrabam oln, would be alike fatal to her interests
and her honor ; and in so

set Europe in 8 blaze. They are men of genius
IS, mmm_ m’ = %-1‘ :_"_. mqq
are the men who have ha

them, mm:g ,mg:) any mﬁmﬁm or in-
uence which might upon the case.

! We have beenI%:ked is Abrabam Lincoln an autc-
crat, that we should fear him ? Sir, this 18 a Egm'
ment of opinion—popular will is our ruler. 1 do not
fear Abraham Lincoln. Onve thousand .\braham Lin-
colns would nou suffice to ruffle the equsnimity ef the
Soutbern mind. But I do fear the accession of the
power of which be is the minister. The influences whic
elected him were lust of sectional domination acling up-
on and throngh abolition zeal and fanatical haired to
the South.

It has been a fatal habit with us for the last five years
to ignore the increasing power of the N orthern anti-
slavery sentimeot. It is imbibed by the infant in bis
mother’s milk ; it is his lullaby in the nursery; 1t Is
whipped into him by the schoolmaster ; 1t 18 k_lssed mtt?
him by his sweetheart ; it is the staple of h:_s.l:!,erature ;
it is barangued into him by pot-house politicians and
learned statesmen ; it is preached into him by petty
popes in palpits, votil finally, his leading dominant seu-
timent is hostility to slavery and slaveholders. How
has this sentim=nf embodied and manifested itself ?—
First, by besieging Congress with a.bolitiqn petitions,
and seeking to flood the mails with incendiary publica-
tions ; then it invaded the sanctuary of the churcl_les and
expelled from the communion table men protessing the
same religious faith. By its Wilmot Proviso, 1ts Emi-
grant Aid Societies, the rifle and the sword it has
sought to exclude and has excluded southern men from
an eyual participation in common territory purchased
in part by soutbern blood and southern treasure. In
open, wanton, flagrant hostility to the south, it has by|
large majorities, in many northern States, passed per-|
sonal liberty bills, and nullified laws for our benl:-ht pass- |
ed by Congress under the plaipest provisions of the
Constitution. It has stained the soil of a sister dlate
with the blood of her citizens, and afforded sympathy
and safe refuge to their murderers. It has through the
press, the pulpit, upoa the hustings, in party platiorms, |
aud upon the floor of Congress, systematically. energet- ‘
ically and persisteatly denounced, villified avd abused |
us, and bas stigmatized us as barbariuns aud o betier|
than polygamists. It has, by itsjemis-aries, its Helper |
bouks, and other means, created a sense of Insecurity in |
our midst, and paralyzed the peace of mind of our wives |
and children. It has taken ro step backwards—the,
motio iscribed upon its flag, has ever been “ lxcel-|
sior,” until now it has boldly proclaimed the * irrepres-|
sible conflict,” and has without cur votes, in spite of our |
earnest protest and supplications, and against our honor
and safety, by unpreccdented and almost fabulous ma-
jorities in the Northern States, placed over us, as our
chief executive ruler, the representative of our nation, a
man because of his knowan hostility to our institutions,
because he bas declared that these States must all be free
States ; & man who, as it has been said, dare not plant
his foot within the borders of North Carolina, aod pub-
licly speak Lis recorded opinions without subjecting
himself to a criminal prosecation.

Bat it is said that inasmuch as there is still a Demo-
cratic majority in the Senate, we must wail. If we
simply wait does pot every man know that that protec-
tion will surely fail us. Do we pot know that if at any
time within the last two years elections bad ben held
in any ope of the free States now represented by these
Demcerats who gave us the mujority in the Sencte, that |
republizans of the blackest stripe would have beca sub-
stituted in their stead. But, say they, we bave stiil the
Supreme Court. Well, the Black Republicans do vot
regard its decisions now. Mr. Lincoln, in a speech de-
l:vered in Chicago 16th, July, 1858, said : “1 bave al-
ways bated elavery as much as any abolitionists. 1
bave always hated 1t, and 1 always believed it in a course
of ultimate extinction. If I were in Congress, and a
vote should come up on a quaestion, whether slavery
should be prohibited in a new territory, in spite ol the
Dred Scott decigion, I would vote that it should.” But
tarther, we know it is the avowed policy of that perty |
to re-construct the Supreme Court to suit its views, and |
consequently we should soon be deprived of its poor wgis.
Why, then, simply wait, when by waiting simply, these
results are soon to follow ?

Let us now, sir, consider the inevitable conscquences |
which would follow from the adoption ot the ** wailing ™' |
policy, and an acqniescence in a submission to the ad-
ministration of Abraham Lioeoln. Sir, © there is a
divinity that doth bedge a king,” and power even in a
republican government hath its prestige. Great names
sanctify wrong, and the very inauguration of a black
republican President, upon the poliey of that party,|
would exert a tremendous moral intloenee in behall ul'[
what is called “ freedom,” and deal the iustitution ol
slavery a blow, the force of which no man can fully ap-
preciate.  ‘The republican party would be lifted [rom its
low estate to oceupy a proud pre-eminence, and reflect
the radiance shed upon it from the effulgent beams ema-
nating from the pomp, pride and circumstance of the
highest official position in the Republic. The very fact
of submission (* it would bend the proud spirit of our
people. 1t would be admitting iuto our Paradise the
evil one, and

* Oh! how dearly we would pay for onr primal fall,

Some flowrets of Eden we still might inherit,

But the trail of the serpent would be o'er them all.””

Mr. Speaker, I do not apprehend that Mr. Lincoln,
even with a black repubiican Congress at his buck,
would make any immediate or direct aggression upon
slavery within the States ; but I do say that the inexo-
rable policy which his administration aud succeeding
ones would mark out and insidionsly, but persistently
und surely eflectuate, would be as has thos been graph-
ically portrayed :

** Tointroduce the doctrine of negro equality into Amer-
ican politics, and to make it the ground of positive legzisla-
tion hostile to the Scuthern States.

** To exclude the slave property of the South from all ter-
ritories now in the Union, or which may hereafter be ac-
quired.

“* To pr vent the admission in any latitude of another
slaveholding Stata.

* To repeal the fugitive Slave Law, and practically ref ise
to obey the Constitatiun on that sabject.

** To refuse to prevent or punish by State action the spo-
liation of slave property; but on the contrary to make 't a
criminal offence in their citizens to obey the lsws of the
Union, in so far as they protect property in African Slaves.

‘* To abolizh slavery in the District of Columbia.

‘* To abolish itin the forts, arsepals, dock-yards and other
places in the South, where Congress bus exclusive jurisdic-
t100.

‘t To abolizh the internal and coastwise trade.

** To limit, barrass, and frown upon the institation in eve-
ry mode of political action aud by every foim of public
opinion.

And firally by the Executive, by Congress, by the postal
service. the press, free speech, and all other aceessible
medes, to sgitate without ceasing until the Southern States
without sy mpathy or brotherhood in the Urnion, worn down
by the unequal struggle, shall be compelied ignominiouslyfto
surrender and liberate their slaves.

Does auy one doubt that the foregoing will be the
policy ? Let us lock at a few of the proofs without re-
ferring to their platforms, Helper’s book, &e. Mr.
Seward in the Senate, says :

‘* *A free Republican Guvernment like this, notwithstand-
ing all its constitutional checks, caunot long resist and coun-
teract the progress of society.’

‘s ‘Free labor Las at last apprehended its rights and its
destiny, and is oTganizing itself to assume the gevernmend of
the Republe. It will benceforth meet you boldly add reso-
lutely here (Washington :) it will meet you everywhere, in
the Territorics aud out of them, wherever you may go to ex
tend slavery. It has driven you back in Californis and
Kansas, it will invade yom soon in Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, Missouri, and Texas. It will m et you in Arizona,
in Central Awerica, and even in Cuba.’

- * * = * = * * * .

‘*Yon may, indeed, get a start under or near the tropics
and seem safe for 8 time, but it will be only for a short

time. Even there you will fouud Btates only for freelabor
to maintain and occupy. The interest of the whole race
demands the wliimale emancipation of all men. Whether
that consummation shall be allowed to take elect, with
needful and wise precautions against sndden change and dis-
aster, or be hurried on by viclence, is all that remains for
you io decide.”” The whife man needs this continent to la-
por upon. His head is clear, his arm is strong, and his ne-
eem;ltlea are fixed

L - * » »

‘* *1t is for yourselves, and not for us, to decide how long
and through wkhat forther mortifications and disasiers the
condest shall be protracted before freedom shall enjoy her al-
ready assured {riumph.

** * You may refuse lo yieid it now, and for a short period,
but your refusal will only animate the friends of freedom
with the courage and the resclution, and prodoce the union
among them, which alone is necessary o~ their part to at-
tain the poeition itself, simultaneously with the impending|
overthrow of the exis.ing Federal Adminisiration and the
constitution of a new and more independent Congress.”

Mr. Sumner says :

‘* And now, fellow ¢
question merely of
constitule, is degr >
tional territories are proclaimed
the constitution y 18 P
sions, the whole subject logical
to our political discussion. (A
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ill probably never again be. ey P
xnpi:nmwwhtmmﬁtuteaan overt act, than tbe;
are fast becoming now to be in reference to Lincolo’s
election, coupled with all its antecedents. The leaders
of the majority of the Northern tgople are not rash fools.
It is true, that relying upon the pusilanimity of the
South, they did risk much in the election of an Aboli-
tion President. They knew that upon the cast of that
die was all the hazard. They elected him, and in the
belief that the South would tamely submit, they boldly
proclaimed that the victory was won, that the election
of Lincoln was the dowuofall of slavery. [Mr. Hall
here read a telling extract from the Congressional Her-
ald, of Chicago.]

Yes, sir, the irrepressible conflict wagel now across
the border,is to be transterred within tne limits of
North Carolina. The President will hold the golden
key to unlock the gates of our citadel. Every little
post office, light house, custom house, and place of
Federal patropage within our limits, will become a
nest to hatch black republican eggs, and a nucleus,
aronnd which will gather a black republican squad.—
Say what you will, every North Carolinian who holds
office under Li coln’s appointment becomes virtule of-
ficiz, the apologist of his administration, and the down-
ward steps from apology to defence, and then to advo-
cacy, are not far distant. Jealousy between the slave-

bolder and the non-slaveholder will be fostered and
fomented. The minds of the uneducated will be sys-
tematically demoralized upon the subject. T'he aboli-
tion leaven, which may now exist in North Carolina,
will then begin to ficd its business to work upon.—
After a whilea black republican ticket may be run in
North Carolina, and “ve may have the honor, eventually,
of oecupying scats upon this floor with black Republican
Senators.  In the meantime, our slaves themselves, now
bappy, contented, and faithful, we their friends and they
ours, would amid the turmoil, the excitement of debate
and the clashing of interests be aroused to a scuse of
faneied wrongs, tue smouldering brutal instinets of their
pature would be appealed to, all the power of police re-
i-lations would be iveffectual at times to suppress out-
breaks, and thus, foes without and foes within, with io-
surrections and rumors of insurrections, with riots be-
tween the different classes of our white population, our
whole social system convulsed in the agonies of dissolu-
tion, famine staring us in the face from the prostration
of commerce, the whole world against us in sentiment,
and our own government our most bitter and unrelent-
ing foe—great God, what bope would there be? As
we stood at bay, frenzied, maddened, but despair-
ing, with our wives and children choging to us
pale and panic stricken—dea'h itsell would be a refuge.
Sir, it is bad enough for fifteen equal States of this
Unioa o be practically excluded irom any controlling
influesce in the administration of this government—
even were the avowed policy of that administration to
protect their rights and loster their interests, But
wlen the avowed policy of that administration is to
deny them equality, to strike at their dearest interests,
to destroy the domestic tranquility and jeopardize the
lives of their people, no “watch and wait” for me, sir.
I shall not invest Mr. Lincoln with the imperial puvrple,
put into his bands the wand of power, and thben lay
the flattering unction to my soul, that afier all be wiil
prove bimself a perjured har, talsity his whole record,
and betray the party which elevated him. No, sir, 1
will take bim and the immense northern majorities who
elected him at their word, and 1'll resist them now, sir.
They have crossed the rubicon. They must go back.—
If they want to treat they must do it on the other side.
I'ke crisis which lor years has been threatening has
culminated. The great issue whether we will it or not
is upon us—the first decisive battle of the irrepressible
confliet-is now being fought. ILet ussrand firm, close
up in serried ranks and lock shields. It is due to the
bonor and wellare of North-Carolina, Ged bless her, it
is due to our manhood, it is due to our chiidren and our
children’ children, thut no#, now, when we have the
might and the strenzth, we should conquer upon this
guestion an everlasting peace. Cause the Northern
mind to re-act, cause the uplifted Northern arm to stay
its death blow by doing nothing but “watch and wait !”
Why, sir, fcrall practical purposes, you might as well
take your seat upon the baoks of the Mississippi, and
“watch and wait” to see the mighty fatber of watcrs re-
verse his carrent, and roil up the billows of the Atlantic
upon the summit of the Rocky Mountains.

I have thus far argued, Mr. Speaker, that it was the
duty of North Carolina to have assumed an attitude of
resistance to the administration of Abrabam Lincoln
the day his election wus sscertained, upon the abstract
merits of the case as between him and the Northern
States, without reference to the action of the Southers
States or any of them, belore, at or since that time,

I come now to consider what this Senate shounld do
with reference to the present state of affairs, and with
the lights now before us.

South Carolica bas taken ber destiny in her own
hands, has dissolved her conneetion with the General
Government and claims to stand before the world a sov-
ereign, free and independent State. It is unquestiona-
bly her determination at this time vever to reunite that
brotberhood of Upion with the free States. It amounts
almost to a certainty, that ina few weeks Alabama,
Georgia, Mississippi, Florida and Louisiana will take
position in line by her side. The probability is that
Arkansas and Texas will follow. W hat may be the ac-
tion of the vther Southern States is a matter of specu-
lation. Sir, are not the very foundations of our State
being shaken in the midst of mighty events? And are
we Lo sit here, poor Pillicoddy like, waiting for some-
tuing to tarn up, and idly permitting our gallant ship of
State North Carolina, without a flag at her mast-head,
without a compass in her biopacle, without a chart to
steer by, to be made the sport of every blast, and drift
upen the current of events, and float upon the surfaee of
the occasion until she strands, God knows where, a dis-
maotled hulk?  No sir, we should act, and with what
view ? Why sir, with a view to restore, if possible, and
then perpetnate the Union of our fathers, the Union of
the Constitation—that Union which was ordained to
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for
the common defence, promote the geveral welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberiy to ourselves and our pos-
terity. 'T'bat is our duty. Sir, I am no disunionist per
se, 1 am not yet a secessionist. I recollect that the golden
band of the Constitution was fastened around the “ old
thirteen " to perpetuate and preserve to each of them
the inestimable treasure of liberty; I recollect that
treasure was purchased at the sacrifice of life and blood,
and bitter, bitter tears. My memory lingers with pa-
tristic pride on the glories ot the battle fields of Bunker’s
Hiil, Moore’s Creek, Monmouth, and Cowpens—battle
fields which have been whitened by the bones of the sons of
massachgsetts, New Jersey and the Carolinas, as they
fell fighting side by side. A feeling of reverential awe
steals over me as fancy pictures the great and good
Washington, as be led the suffering people of the Col-
ouies through the long, dark perilous pi=ht of the Rev-
olution, into the noon-day sun of Independence. 1
revere the memories of the illustrious men who, subse-
quent thereto, framed the Constitution and the Union.
1 duly estimate the wisdom, the sacrifices and the con-
cessions through which they were created, and the mani-
fold blessings which they bave conferred. I love that
Union ; give me but i, and I woald sta'np npon it esto
{ferpe!ua_. Would sir, that like some, I could think and
ive bf;t in the past. I will at least, drink inspiration
from its memories. But sir, & stern sense of daty to
myself, and those who are to come after me, bid that 1

should
‘* Trust no fotare, how :
Let the dead past bu:; ie;pé::ld:nt.
Ac}i act in the living present,
. eart within, and God ove: head.”
o :;;r, t:]:‘eeUtan of to-day is mme Union of our fa-
; ntlemen may say, criti speaking, that the
Federal Government bas gommiltet{ nge:vertg act upon
Southern rights ; that the election of Lincoln was in
strict accordance with the forms of the Constitation :
but, sir, was it not utterly, totally subversive of its spir:
it? Will that exact justice, that fraternal regard, that
mutual coacession, that bearty good will betweea the
people of the different State~, ‘upon whick this Union
was founded, exist in Abx Lincoln's Union? That, sir,
will be a meritricious Un*~n, in which the south is bound
as an abject victim, to guitify the lust of northern av-
arice and fanaticism. Well, what can restore the Union
of the Constitution, the Union of our father, the only
Union that ean, ought, and will exist? Why, nothing
uncer God’s Heaven, savie~ His divioce interposition,
except tba uenching the lust of exelasive northern sec-
tional denomination, and a total re-action in_ northern
_ eventoating in|
and complete guarantees for the protection of all
ights in-this particular, and"all gthers ander.
titation, and that, too, before the 4th Ma

v

the| - 'Ihen those lines of Moore, applied

ion, watch abd wait 2"  No, sip. i

the Stale in a complete a.ttit'ti?:' ::tf'qilfenhe by Puttip,
ought to have been all the time, hut specigy, . ¥7¢ ke
at this time, as indicating that she ig inm. J “‘Sﬂiﬂmt
ibat old Rip bas woke up, rabbed his cyey 1. Aroes.
and is about to “ say his say ;" that he l;aBOOked Broyyg
is bigh time that the row should be settled (}m"“dﬁl it
can’t sleep for it ; that be is not going t, f’st?r that |,
thing inconsistent with tbe bhonor, the i, for ygy.
proper self-réspect of any olber State s 1k

to ask pimgly. for what 18 just and right
prepariog himself to have it at all hazay,
{e\rent123 f‘:fn. 8ir, let us call a Convent
people of the State to take this grave e
own hands, where it properly bglongs_m%z“r,,'m." Lhey
ever can be an occasion when the people shfmﬁj' I thep,
it is the present. be bearg

Sir, 1 believe if any buman event cap brin
thern people to their sobur second thoughy c'g the Noy
them of the reality of their immense r"tﬁl,hr:i'i]??ﬂﬁnug
fore God and man, can arouse them to al llity be
turping justice, and tear away the veil wittfenie."f e
naticism bas dimmed the light of theip feasou“-  fi
the action I bave indicated upon the part o % llllewlllbe
lature of the Union-loving, unobtrusive, S0beppo: s
faith-keeping, conservative but resolute o) No:{:llp&ed.
If any event can give us influence with ogp . o 4t
the South, whereby they may be indaceqd 1, u:’{lers of
ness aud heed moderate counsels, it will he th;;‘ld Pigh.
tion on our part that in this, the hour of thej, Idiog,
sympathiziog gaze is not averted from thep ‘[h;l:‘ o
preciate the common peril by which we are supr i
and are preparing to do our part to avery i ?“ﬁﬁi
has pained my heart to witness the course f I it
our people and presses towards that people ﬂ-(m;“)mt ’
we are divided, only by an intangible imagin, I_Whr,-a,
Base vilification avd contumely haye bﬁ, }me'“"
upon South Carolina unsparingly, and cui oy, s 10
people have their peculiaritics and characterigjc .g"
do not assimilate with ogr views, but whey l:as:c; t
as a State, ever infringed upon our rights or gop, b2
wrong ? They say ehe calls herselt Carojig, lnia
lieve the appellation was first applied to bep 1y '\' “
cro Senators in debate. 1, sir, have been g slmni@; Orth
in ber gates ; I have been taken in and tregyeg twnL-.
people with the utmost kindness and hospitait : d
vever knew a North Carolinan who had the su'fi‘zn I
claim upon eitber, to complain for 1le lyck of uimm
But, they say she wants to dragoon us out of the [y
Have we any right to dragoon ber in it, whey Q;,;%;
lieves it is her daty and her rights to go out gf jy o
Some gay they are glad she has gone out: it will teach };
North a lesson. We will let ber run the risk an] .1
the sacrifice, while we'll sit quietly by and py l;L
benefit. Well, the least we can do then is not 1 upbw“
her. Sir, sneer at ber as we may, sheis a gallay 1qu
State, and I will say it of her because it is the
1f this Union is restored and perpetnated in its pr;q;:
purity, its future historians may yet point 1 g
day and hour in South Carolina’s history, g g 1'?
ber belongs the giory. 1f a dissolution of the tuil;.j;
inevitable, then the inexorable legic of events myy
the destiny of our State with her’s.  Is it theg ;nr’ud;:
or politic to be implanting within the hearts of the Do
ple of the two Caroliras—where should bloseoy 1,
flowers of affection—the seeds of hostility and hate §,
[ hope to hear no more of this abuse of South Cyrly,
lllt Till take enough for the wounds alrcady infliog

eal.

Bat it is said if we arm the State and call 3 Qopye.
tion it will be regarded by the Northern people g,
threat, and will prevent their receding.  Sir, what e
been wanting heretofore to secure our just rights ig i
Union, bas been firmness and decision on the part of 4
United South. It may not now be too late. Oge gny:
difficulty bas beeo that a large mass of the northery .
ple do not themselves appreciate the terrible dangers i
us of the doctrine they have been taught, and that jgp.
rance bas to some extent been fostered by our divisgg
They bave been lead to believe that the South is hoyy
to the Union by hooks of steel, which no ageressions
their part could loosen. They have been told that g
our demands for redress were but as the sounding breg
and tiuvkling cymbol,” and that we dare not sirike
our rights out of the Union for fear of the slyye qni
non-slaveholder. Many of them yet think that all 11
iz a muss kicked up by South Carolina, and will end iy
smoke, and the majority of them are yet determined,
long as we will permit them, to march straight on 10 the
accomplishment of their purpose, which is to subjugus
the Scouth and abolish slavery. Now I believe thar |y
a just cause the northern people united would be gs pegr
invineible as any peoplein the world ; I do not question
their bravery. Bat the canse they are engaged in is not
just, and if they can be brought up by a * round tury,
and made to pause and thiok, there may yet be bope.—
Besides, they are far more interested in the preservatiog
of the Union than we are, and we all know the nothen
people have no decided antipathy to the almighty dolle.

S0 far as the demand by the people for a Conventiog
is concerned, I will assume to speak but for my om
constituency. I do not believe there is a man, woms
or chiid in New Haoover County, who does not wants
Coovention. Upon this question the immediate seos
sionists and extreme Ucion men are a u:it.

Buat it is said there is no need of a Convention, thyt
the northern mind bas already begun to react. Sir, |
bail this as a good omen as far it goes, but let us notk
deceived ; it 1s but the ripple upon the surface of ths
great hostile sentiment. 1f, however, a divided Soutl
by the position it has taken, bhas inaugurated at the
North a movement in the right direction, then there &
some room for hope that a united South in adn msy
cffectuate and complete it. Let us pot be sanguipe. |
have it from high authority that it is the policy of som
of the Black Republican leaders to hold out delusive
hopes to the South until the 4th of March, and tha
when tha forged fetters are upon us, to bid us defiane.
and if we resist, whip us into submission. I shall notb
content with verbal promises. The bond must besigns,
sealed and delivered. But say some, it we call a Cor
vention, perbaps after all the North may not recede, and
then perbaps the State will secede. Sir, [ am notafrail
to trust the people ; it is their right to decide that grs!
question ; it is my duty to obey and yield to that d
cision. I know they will do right. But sir, fraknes
compels me to say, were I a member of that Cooventics,
and the rights of North-Caroliva were no better ussurel
to her than they are now, and in addition thereto, 8ix of
eight slave States had permanently seceded, leaving bef
a suppliant at the feet of a Black Republican gover
ment, I would vote to have her out of that Union, b
the 4th of March, high and dry. TLe time in my opir
ion would have come for N orth-Carolinia to unfurl
flag of her State Sovereignty, and it need be, to s
mons with one blast apon her bugle hora, her sops ri@
the seabord and from the mountains to rally arouad
and under it to maintain her honor and her rights, &
make it their winding sheet.

Mr. Speaker, while I hope this Union may be presT™
ed, I bave bat few cf the dreadful apprehensions resi®
ing from a separation, which gentlemen copjnre up bt
fore their beated imavinations. I do not believe ™
should bave war in any event. We certainly should o
if the Soidith will but unite : nor do I appreciate th=
difficulties which gentlemen apprebend in formiogs ¥
ture Union or alliance for North Caroliaa, based 0p*
elements which will ensure harmony and perpetulti—
though I bave not now time to go into their conS.ldE?'.‘:
tion. It is all fascy to talk about the destruci®
republican liberty being necessarily involved in 8 457
lation of this Union. The colonies fought for that "
won it, and each State severally and separately Eﬁl“?}“
it, long before this Union was formed, and I ¢ W.f‘f:
son why it will not survive its dissolation, s0d, 5‘“&:
enjoyet{ by each of them in any new copstractios ==
mnf deem it their interests to form. ) _—

do not propose to argue ihe abstract right o=
sion. I thiok practically now it is a guestion of 00 x
portance. y advocacy of North-Carolina g0I% ‘rt
of the [Tnion, upon the contingency to which 1 ba% "
ferred, would not be affected in the slightest d-‘-’l"““’ 2
whatever name you might call it, whether fﬁ"'t",‘f.";i
rebellion or secession. Bat, in passing sir, I #°%
that I believe a State has the right peaceably 0%
from the Union. 1 hold that I owe allegiance!
geoeral government as a citizen of Norlh'l'“milﬂastEE
only so long as North-Carolina commands me ¥
it.

Bat, sir, let North Carolina renoun
secession, and submissively bow her nec be it
Black Republican rule, and then shall lcl?ﬁbo‘i“3 p
‘scribed upon ber banners, for her glory will ba
and the liberties of her people bave
will thenceforth be to a hostile, consolidated K
er, what Huogary is to Austria, what U
Tarkey, what Ireland is to England.
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would serve as a picture to our destiny :
Baut, alas for his country, her pride is gone by
And that heart is br;ien which never would
O'er the ruin her children in secret may sigh, .,
For efend .
P,

"bend ;

tis treason to love her, and death to d
are her rons till they've learned to berTan .,
nguished they live, if they shame not thelf
torch that would light them throv ‘e
Must be caught from the pile where their count™y

- I
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Jan. 2.—The city council has a staté

structing the ives of this city iv £ ‘g

tatives

the
the

wn to use their endeavors to secare
‘the personal liberty law of the State:




